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appear not only as an historical but also at the same time as a logical development or progress, such as we find in standard histories of Mechanics or of the theory of Heat, our failure will only be blamed by those who are ignorant of the peculiarities of our subject. Mechanics is to a great extent an a priori " self-evident" science, and the same is true of a great part of physics, viz. thermodynamics : here discovery is to a certain extent only getting clear about one's own views, and chance circumstances play scarcely any part in questions of principle and very little in the historical development. Biology on the other hand is dependent in its progress in a very high degree on such chance circumstances, on " discoveries " in the narrower sense, and if its history is not wholly composed of such yet they are likely at any rate to obscure the really logical side of its progressive development.